2022-2023 Lifelong Learning Collaboration
Jewish Community Center of Middlesex County
1775 Oak Tree Road, Edison

Temple Emanu-El of Edison
1775 Oak Tree Road, Edison

Congregation Neve Shalom of Metuchen
250 Grove Avenue, Metuchen

The JCC of Middlesex County, Neve Shalom, and Temple Emanu-El will be sharing
some Adult Education courses and programs this year with classes taught in person
or on Zoom. If you are registering for this collaborative effort, Neve Shalom
members should pay their synagogue and Temple Emanu-El members should pay
their Temple. If JCC members do not belong to either of these other two
institutions, they should pay the JCC. All three organizations are charging the same
fee of $72/Member and $90/Non-member which allows registrants to take any or
all classes listed in this brochure. There may be an additional charge for some
events. These offerings are separate and apart from the JCC Learning and
Connecting Throughout Life programs which appear in our JCC Fall Program Booklet.
We encourage you to register early so we can guarantee that each class will have
sufficient enrollment to meet. Once registered, you will receive appropriate Zoom
links and will be notified of any changes in the schedule. Please contact Sue Horwitz
at shorwitz@jccmc.org for further information or for opportunities to be a sponsor
or patron of this community collaboration.

Links to Various Classes and Events:
(passwords will be made available upon registration)
Advance Registration is Required. The form is at the back of this booklet, or you can
register online at jccmc.org and click on Lifelong Learning Collaboration.
JCC classes and events: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2331955050?
Neve Shalom most classes: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82472289017
Stephen Gross’: Talmud Class: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88677312191
Temple Emanu-El Classes: https://zoom.us/j/&amp;357221415

Class dates may change if the clergy or presenter has a conflict or
emergency. In such cases, we will contact everyone who is
registered in advance by email.

Adult Education Classes
October 2022 – June 2023
Coffee, Kugel and Commandments: A sweet and savory
exploration of six key Mitzvot Rabbi Elliot Salo Schoenberg
Sundays 10 am Nov. 6, 13, 20, Dec. 4, 11, 18 and Jan. 29, Feb. 5, 12,
Mar. 5, 12, 19 at Neve Shalom in-person
Thursdays 11 am Nov. 10, 17, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 andFeb. 2, 9, Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23 on Neve Shalom Zoom only
(same material as Sunday classes)

We will take a culinary and textual journey into Berachot (Blessings),
Daily Davening (Prayer), Shabbat, Tikkun Olam (acts of social justice), Passover Seder and Tikkun
Shavuot (study on the holiday of Shavuot). Participants will be asked to bring one favorite family recipe
to share. Our teacher, Rabbi Schoenberg is the Rabbi of Neve Shalom and previously was the Assistant
Director of the Rabbinical Assembly. Rabbi Schoenberg, is also a trained coffee barista and an aspiring

Social Justice: Duty, Debates, Debacles

Rabbi Elliot Salo Schoenberg

This class will not be offered. Rabbi Schoenberg will be teaching Coffee, Kugel and Commandments
throughout the year.

Worldly Jewish Dining:
Faith, Hope and Charity: Let’s Do a Mitzvah
Sundays at 12:30 pm Oct. 9, Nov. 6, Jan. 29, Feb. 26, April 30 and June 4.
This 9th year of Worldly Jewish Dining will focus on the teachings of Judaism; helping
fellow human beings in-need. Tzedakah, is not simply a matter of charity, but of
responsibility, righteousness, and justice.
Deuteronomy 15:7-10 teaches of our societal commitment to helping those in need: "If there is a needy person
among you... do not harden your heart and shut your hand against your needy kin. Rather you must open
your hand and lend whatever is sufficient to meet the need." We help someone because no one deserves to be
hungry. Our fundamental Jewish ideals advocate for children, the poor, the elderly, the sick and the stranger
among us. Record inflation and supply chain issues have driven up costs. We will look at different
organizations that are helping our friends and neighbors in our community deal with food insecurity, and how
we can fulfill several of our mitzvot related to food. Location will be determined.

Fostering New Beginnings (This class has been postponed until the Spring)
Rabbi Bryan Kinzbrunner
Mondays, 11:30 – 12:30am Mar. 6, 13, 20, & 27, 2023 at the JCC in person.
We have the opportunity every day of our lives to start fresh. From the moment we wake up until the time we
go to sleep, each of us can cultivate a new path ahead. Join Rabbi Bryan Kinzbrunner, BBC, as we explore how
Jewish tradition helps foster and encourage us to renew ourselves each day of our lives.
Taking the Jewish holidays forward.
Waking up with gratitude. Opening prayers and blessings of the Siddur.

Is it really repetitive? How set prayers can help foster the new spirituality.
Going up in holiness: Chanukah as the epitome of renewal.
Rabbi Kinzbrunner, BBC, is owner of New Beginnings Spiritual Coaching and Consulting, LLC. He has
facilitated the Bereavement Support Group at the JCC for many years.

The Monday Night Book Club
Mondays at 7:30 pm on TEE Zoom
Oct. 31
Lillyville by Tovah Feldshuh
Nov. 21
Atomic Anna by Rachel Barenbaum
Jan. 30
The Last Rose of Shangai by Weina DaRandel
Feb. 20
Three Sisters by Heather Morris
Mar. 20
The Storyteller of Casablanca by Fiona Valpy
May 15
Jerusalem Beach by Iddo Gefen
June 12
The Matzah Ball by Jean Meltzer

A Taste of Yiddish Naomi Miller
Tuesdays, 4:00 – 5:30pm Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 2022 on JCC Zoom
“A Taste of Yiddish” is a beginner’s course ideal for students who are interested in learning what their parents
and grandparents were saying in Yiddish so the children would not understand. While you might not become
fluent with only a few sessions, you will enjoy hearing this beautiful language, learning vocabulary, and
“getting Yiddish in your mouth”. Each lesson will have a different theme ranging from Yiddish songs to
Yiddish curses and “kvetching”. Students and the instructor will create short dialogues based on each theme to
create conversational Yiddish skills. An added feature is that students will have the opportunity to email their
homework in English to the instructor. The instructor will translate their work into Yiddish so that participants
can practice.
Naomi Miller was born in a DP Camp in Landsberg, Germany after the Holocaust. Her
first language was Yiddish. Naomi is a retired speech pathologist with a specialty in
developing language skills. As a singer/actress and educator, she has incorporated
Yiddish into almost all of her professional endeavors. She has performed several roles
with the National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene. Via Zoom, Ms. Miller has taught
Yiddish for Rutgers’ Continuing Education and for the United Federation of Teachers.
She remains passionate about entertaining and keeping the Yiddish language alive.

Jewish Values in Song Hazzan Sheldon Levin
Tuesdays at 11 am: Nov. 1, 8, 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13 on Neve Shalom Zoom only
Each week we will focus on one or two Jewish values such as Love Your Neighbor, Peace, Friendship and
many others. We will listen to or sing songs from Pop, Broadway, Rock, Israel or American Contemporary
Jewish composers which express those values. One week we will watch a video performance of a new
musical, “Squeeze Her Hand,” written by Neve Shalom member, Will Howitt, about honoring the death of his
beloved Bubbe. Hazzan Levin is the Cantor and the Robert Moss Adult Education Director at Neve Shalom

Jewish Film Series hosted by Hazzan Sheldon Levin
Tuesdays at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm on Neve Shalom Zoom only
Jan. 10
Fiddler’s Journey to the Big Screen Decisions made and issues faced by Norman Jewison,
director, and the cast and crew to bring the musical of Fiddler to reality.
Jan. 17
Stranger/Sister - Documentary about the creation and growth of Sisters of Salaam/ Shalom.
The founders will be the guest speakers, in-person, at Neve Shalom, Sunday, Jan. 22 at 11 am.
Jan. 24
Golda’s Balcony Filmed version of the Broadway play about Israel’s founding mother, played
by Valerie Harper (Rhoda, Mary Tyler Moore Show).
Jan. 31
As They Made Us Directed by Mayim Bialik, this film starring Dustin Hoffman, Candice
Bergen and Dianna Agron (Glee) about a divorced Jewish mother who tries to make peace with
her dysfunctional family.

The Gantze Megillah: The Five Megillot Rabbi Vicki L. Axe
Mondays at 10:00am Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 30, Dec. 7 on TEE Zoom only
Esther, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations. Where do they come
from? What stories do they tell? What do they teach us? When do we read them? What music do they inspire?
In six sessions we will explore these ancient texts.

Song of Songs Rabbi Vicki L. Axe
Mondays at 10:00am Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22, Mar. 1, 8 on TEE Zoom only
In the Spring we will study the erotic and beautiful love poems and songs of Shir Hashirim, Song of Songs.

Jews and Booze Cantor Emily Simkin
Wednesdays from 5pm-6:15pm Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 30 In-person at 1775 Oak Tree Road
Alcohol plays a central role in Jewish culture from both a religious and social framework. Join
Cantor Simkin in learning about the relationship between Jews and alcohol dating back
thousands of years. When did the Jewish people begin utilizing alcohol in a religious context?
What about wine sanctifies our rituals and joyous occasions? What did American Jews do during
the Prohibition? We'll explore all of these questions and enjoy sampling some beverages. Cantor
Simkin is the Spiritual Leader at Temple Emanu-El.

Musical Midrash Cantor Emily Simkin
Wednesdays from 5pm-6:15pm Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22, Mar. 1 In-person at 1775 Oak Tree Road
See (and hear!) the weekly Torah portion through a new lens. Together we'll interpret text
by envisioning contemporary melodies sung from the point of view of characters in the Torah.
A spin-off of Cantor Simkin's popular Groovy Text course, Musical Midrash, will be sure
to enrich your understanding of parshat hashavua (the weekly portion) in a catchy way.
Cantor Simkin is the Spiritual Leader at Temple Emanu-El.

Talmud Le’at (Slowly Learning Talmud) Stephan Gross
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm Oct. 26 then every other week via Zoom. (available upon
registration)
The Talmud explained in English with frequent excursions of history, biography,
archaeology, terminology and philology. No background needed. Stephan Gross is an
experienced lay learner and teacher.

Lunch and Learn Cantor Emily Simkin and Rabbi Vicki Axe
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9, 16, 30, Dec. 7, 14, Jan, 4, 11, 18, 25, Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22,

Mar. 1, 15, 22, 29, Apr. 19, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 in person.
We will explore Jewish texts in relation to the lives we lead today. All texts are read in English and serve as
jumping-off points to explore our own voices and stories and how Jewish wisdom can play a vital part.

Holocaust-Related Courses
The Power of Words from the Depths of Despair Debra Maller
Thursdays at 7:30 pm Oct. 20, 27, Nov. 3, 17 onTEE Zoom
We will read and share the poetry and stories of both youngsters and adult Holocaust survivors, many of
whom left only their words behind. Analyze, discuss and explore the words that give a voice to the
Holocaust experience through the art of poetry and prose.

Kristallnacht: The Night that Shattered Lives
Thursday, Nov. 10 at 7:30 pm

Program to be announced

Was the World Sleeping while Hitler Created a Nightmare? Debra Maller
Thursdays at 7:30 pm Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23 Mar. 2 on TEE Zoom
Many know about the lack of response from the US but what do we know about other countries? We will
look at a few countries that helped; sadly, most did not. If you can, please watch the Ken Burns three part
documentary, America’s Response to the Nazi Genocide on PBS beginning Sept. 18.

Independent Study
Watch Ken Burns’ three part documentary “America’s Response to the Nazi Genocide,” on PBS beginning
on September18th. This may be discussed as part of Was the World Sleeping while Hitler Created a
Nightmare?

Special Events
There are Jews in the South!: Deborah Lamensdorf Jacobs
Sunday, Oct 30, 2022 at 2:30 pm at Neve Shalom in-person
Join us for a conversation with Mississippi native, Deborah Lamensdorf Jacobs, to learn
about her family’s Jewish life in the Delta. It’s not every Southern Jewish family who
owns tallitot woven from cotton grown on their own farm! Learn what it’s like to be
Jewish in the deep South as well as her family’s amazing history.
This program is presented by Neve Shalom Sisterhood.

Cooking Demonstration: Holiday Desserts Carole Semel
Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022 1:30 – 3:00 pm at the JCC in-person
Join Carole as she guides participants through recipes and cooking techniques, using
equipment that will make desserts easier and fun to create. Carole will use phyllo dough
and other interesting ingredients for a variety of delicious treats. Everyone will have the
opportunity to taste these delectable sweets! Carole Semel is a caterer. Early in her
career she was an Associate Food Editor at Family Circle, testing and developing all of
the recipes for the magazine. She has taught many fun-filled cooking classes and enjoys
sharing her knowledge and love of cooking with the community. Class size is limited.

Veteran’s Day Event: Speaker Pastor Chris Edmonds
Tuesday, 7 pm Nov. 15, 2022 at 7pm at the JCC in-person
The film, Following the Footsteps of My Father, the heroic story of Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds,
recognized by Yad Vashem as Righteous Among the Nations, will be shown. His son will
speak and refreshments will be served.
Registration requested: www.jccmc.org/veterans or 732-494-3232.

Hadassah/JCC Presents the Flying Ivories
Saturday, November 19, 2022 at 6:30pm at the JCC in-person
The JCC of Middlesex County and the MENCH Chapter of Hadassah bring you a dueling piano show and
dinner from Deli King. Part music…part comedy…all fun! Get ready to sing along, clap along and laugh along
with the Flying Ivories! The Flying Ivories belt out an all-request piano show that features the music of the
most sought after performers hailing from Broadway to Vegas. For more information, contact Judy Slutzky
(MENCH) at 732-423-3784 or Esther Fendrick (JCC) at efendrick@jccmc.org or 732-593-5969.
There is an admission fee for this program. Sponsors are welcomed. Pre-registration Required

Tidy Up in 2023: How to Stop Losing Things Jamie Novak
Thursday, January 2, 2023 4:00 – 5:00pm, on JCC Zoom
Make decluttering a whole lot easier! Join organizing humorist and author of Keep This Toss That, Jamie
Novak when she reveals what to do with the heirlooms the kids don’t want. She will reveal the biggest
mistake you might be making, how to maximize storage, where to start, and what to do first. In addition, you’ll
join her for a tiny tidy up during this online program.
Jamie Novak is an organizing humorist and author who offers a variety of presentations to help control
clutter, pare down and prep your home, and prepare for the unexpected.

January Richard Rodgers Revue
Sunday, Feb. 19, 2023 at 4:00pm at Neve Shalom in-person
Neve Shalom members, including some professional singers, will perform many of the familiar and
wonderful songs by Richard Rodgers, from shows including Sound of Music, Oklahoma, Carousel,
Pal Joey, Two By Two and others. If you are interested in singing please contact Hazzan Levin.
There will be an admission fee.

Jewish Women in American Film: From Femme Fatale to Super Hero
John Kenrick Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023 7:30 - 8:30pm on JCC Zoom
Since the early years of silent film Jewish women have been among the most celebrated leading ladies on the
silver screen. Who was Hollywood’s first Jewish female super star? And, how have the roles played by these
gifted women evolved over the years? From Sarah Bernhardt to Barbra Streisand to Gal Gadot, John Kenrick
offers an informative, insightful and entertaining look at a rich cinematic tradition.

Jews in the American Theater: A Legacy Like No Other John Kenrick
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023 7:30 – 8:30pm, on JCC Zoom
Believe it or not, there was a time when there were no Jews in the American theater. What changed? And,
how did Jews come to play such a vital role in every aspect of the business, reshaping it over the last 150
years? Entertainment historian John Kenrick uses fascinating behind-the-scenes stories and rare photos and
performance videos to celebrate the role Jews have played on Broadway and beyond.
John Kenrick gives talks on theatre and film history, has appeared in numerous documentaries, and is the
author of Musicals101.com, The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Amateur Theatricals, and the textbook Musical
Theatre: A History. He is the Game Changer Curator for the Museum of Broadway, opening mid-November.

Anti-Semitism: One Family’s Story Paul Rosenfeld
Tuesday, Mar. 21, 2023 7:00pm, on JCC Zoom
Paul Rosenfeld recounts the story of the origins of his family in Hungary. His parents were Holocaust survivors
who returned to Hungary after World War II, where Paul was born. Life in Hungary was difficult due to
repression by the Communist governments and endemic anti-Semitism. With his Power Point slide
presentation, Paul shares his vivid recollections of Communist Hungary and the antisemitism that finally forced
his family to leave in the aftermath of the failed Hungarian Revolution of 1956.
Paul Rosenfeld is a retired educator and businessman. He spent 33 years with the New York City Department
of Education, was the United Federation of Teachers Union chapter leader for several years, and was the
owner of a Security Alarm installation company for 25 years

Donald and Ruth Kahn Book and Author Event
Sunday, Mar. 26, 2023 at 10 am at Neve Shalom (hopefully, in-person)
Join us at this event which showcases Jewish authors and books with Jewish content.
We are busy selecting a panel of exciting authors who will stimulate our community;

TEE Spring Concert
April 22, 2023 More Details to Follow

To Israel with Love
Wed. Apr. 26, 2023 11:30 am – 2:00 pm at JCC in-person
To celebrate Israel’s 75th birthday join us for falafel lunch, professional musical program and lots of fun. There
will be a fee for this event. You need not be a Lifelong Learning Collaboration participant to attend but
pre-registration is required.

Cooking Demonstration:
Brunch and Salad Recipes Carole Semel
Thursday, April 27, 2023 1:30 – 3:00pm at JCC in-person
Do you like to entertain with salads and brunch fare? Join Carole as she
demonstrates easy, delicious recipes for guests to enjoy. All participants will taste
these yummy options.
Carole Semel is a caterer. Early in her career she was an Associate Food Editor
at Family Circle, testing and developing all the recipes for the Magazine. She has
taught many fun-filled cooking classes and enjoys sharing her knowledge and
love of cooking with the community. Class size is limited.

Neve Shalom Sisterhood Weaving Program Open to All!!
Weave an heirloom for yourself or a loved one. You can weave a Tallit, Tallit bag or
Tefillin bag, Challah cover, Matzoh cover. Even a Chuppah! You do not have to know how to weave or
even be someone who has done creative handwork in the past. The Neve Shalom Sisterhood Loom
Room volunteers will guide you through the process from design to completion. With their help, you
can weave. This ongoing program is open to the entire community—women and men, girls and boys.
Weaving is done in the Sisterhood Loom Room. For information contact: Cory Schneider: 717-5741807, corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer Bullock: 908-510-4005; rnjbullock@aol.com. Everyone can
weave!!!

Gilbert & Claudie Hayat Speaker Series
Sundays 11:00 am in-person at Neve Shalom and on Zoom
Fascinating Gershwin Oct. 23, 2022
Stuart Isacoff has given lectures and piano performances both here and abroad at many venues.
This program will focus on the life and music of the brothers Gershwin, George and Ira, from
their beginnings in the pushcart neighborhoods of old New York to stardom in Hollywood. This
presentation will include live performances and recordings.

Music and Judaism in the Salon of Sara Levy Dec. 18, 2022
Rebecca Cypess is the associate dean of the Mason Gross School of Music at Rutgers University.
Sara Levy, (1761–1854), was a complex individual—a Jew, a musician, a woman, a modern
individual. She was a harpsichord student of Wilhelm Bach, a performer and transmitter of
musical and Jewish heritage to many, including her great nephew, Felix Mendelsohn.

Sisterhood of Salaam/Shalom: Changing the World
One Woman at a Time Jan. 22, 2023
Sheryl Olitzky and Atiya Aftab, the founders of Sisters of Salaam/Shalom will share their
joys and challenges of starting this organization which has grown exponentially since its
start. Learn how they embrace the power of Muslim and Jewish sisterhood to spark
sustainable social change.

Reading Between the Lines: What is the Point of Prayer? Feb. 12, 2023
Cantor Ellen Dreskin is a Shaliach Tzibbur who also teaches and consults in a variety of
areas, from contemporary Jewish music to innovative prayer-practice, liturgical exploration,
and leading worship for families and adults. Ellen works extensively with congregations around
the country as a scholar-in-residence and has taught for many years on the faculty of the Institute
for Jewish Spirituality, Hava Nashira, HUC-JIR, and numerous URJ Biennials and Kallot.

Anti-Semitism on Campus Mar. 19, 2023
Rabbi Esther Reed is the interim Executive Director of the Rutgers Hillel. She received
both her master’s degree in Jewish Women’s Studies and Rabbinic ordination from the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. She has lectured on Anti-Semitism on
Campus throughout the country.

Making Sense of the Muddled Middle East Apr. 23, 2023
Micah D. Halpern, a syndicated columnist, is also a well-known social and political commentator,
educator, and historian. He lectures frequently, both in the United States and Israel, on issues relating
to terror, foreign affairs, Israel and the Middle East. His face is familiar to viewers on CBS, FOX,
MSNBC and to those who watch documentaries on PBS, The Learning Channel, The History Channel,
Discovery and the Jewish Broadcasting Service

Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE
at Neve Shalom

Dr. Glenn Dynner
Professor and Chair of Religion at Sarah Lawrence College
Glenn Davis Dynner is an American author and historian specializing in religion and history
of East European Jewry. He is the Co-Editor-in-Chief of Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal
of Jewish Studies.
He will be speaking at Shabbat services on Friday evening, Saturday morning and after
lunch on November 18-19, 2022 on the topic:

JEWS OF EASTERN EUROPE
Friday night (6pm Reception, 6:30pm Service): Ukraine: Cradle of Modern Jewish Movements
Shabbat Morning (during 9:30am Services): Jewish Women in Eastern Europe
After Lunch: The Hasidic Revival on the Eve of the Holocaust

Diana S. Herman
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE
Presented by Temple Emanu-El

A talk and Q & A session led by

Rabbi Daniel Freelander

r

Rabbi Daniel Hillel Freelander served as president of the World Union for Progressive
Judaism. In Addition, Rabbi Freelander served the North American Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ) as a senior leader from 1975 until 2014, providing creative vision and
management to dozens of programs and projects.
A gifted musician and keen observer of the North American Jewish scene, Freelander is
well known for lecturing on trends in Reform synagogue life. Together with Cantor Jeff
Klepper, he has composed dozens of popular Jewish melodies.
Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 10:00am
Location details will be announced as the date approaches.

LIFELONG LEARNING COLLABORATION
FALL-SPRING 2022-2023 REGISTRATION
Name person #1 _______________________________________Phone________________
Address___________________________________ e-mail ___________________________
Name person #2_______________________________________Phone_________________
Address__________________________________ e-mail ___________________________
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We welcome benefactors of $118/sponsors or $180/patron to help support the JCC collaborative
efforts. This includes registration for all the programs listed.
Total Amount Due $__________ Cash or Check Payable to the JCC of Middlesex County or credit card
in person at the JCC. To register on line go to jccmc.org and click Lifelong Learning Collaboration or go
directly to https://jccmc.networkforgood.com/events/47648-lifelong-learning-collaboration
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